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decided. The element in Japan ^which desires Fascism for Japan
and the consequent linking up with Germany and Italy had been
4 suppressed/ " Japan, the Minister said, while co-operating for the
maintenance of friendly relations with both the democracies and
the authoritarian states, must stand apart from either group, her
own ideology being different from both of them.

Yoshizawa, to whom this talk was repeated, said that the decision
to stay out of an alliance with Germany and Italy must have just
been taken because he had not known of it. ^ The Minister's state-
ment to me might be taken as a definite indication that Japan in-
tended to avoid embroilment in European troubles, and he knew
that the Navy had held the balance of power in this important
question, but we must not assume that there would be no strengthen-
ing of the Anti-Comintern Pact.

In further conversation with Admiral Yonai he said that the need
for restoring good relations with the United States was being keenly
felt. On his being informed that our difficulties, such, for instance,
as the bombing of our property in China, could readily be
eliminated, he replied that he knew all about this and that effective
steps would be taken to correct these attacks, which were now being
investigated.

The Minister then turned to the question of naval limitation and
expressed regret that such limitation is not feasible at the present
time, but navies are " dangerous toys ; " the progressive increase in
naval requirements could lead only to bankruptcy or a general
explosion, and some day an agreement must be reached. c< There
must be disarmament," he repeatedly said.

This was one of the most important and significant conversations
that we have had, and I regard it as marking a new trend, indeed a
milestone, in Japanese-American relations, for Yonai can be trusted.

JAPAN STEERS AWAY FROM THE AXIS

May 15, 1939

The high light of the first half of May until we sailed on leave of
absence was the effort to keep Japan from tying up in a general
alliance with Germany and Italy. Up to our departure this effort
was successful and I was given categorical official assurances that
there would be no general alliance, although there would be some
arrangement by way of strengthening the Anti-Comintern Pact with
applicability only to Soviet Russia. But I know very well that the
pressure on the Government will continue, and if Great Britain
concludes an alliance with Soviet Russia it i$ not beyond the bounds
of possibility that either the Government will be forced into a totali-
tarian alliance or will fall, Hiranuma to be succeeded possibly by
General Minami, Marquis Kido, or Navy Minister Yonai, But the
appointment of Yonai would still mean no totalitarian alliance.